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Synopsis

Colleges and universities are among the most cherishedA¢a -a ¢and

controversialA¢a -4 ¢institutions in the United States. In this updated edition of A History of
American Higher Education, John R. Thelin offers welcome perspective on the triumphs and crises
of this highly influential sector in American life.ThelinA¢a —4,¢s work has distinguished itself as the
most wide-ranging and engaging account of the origins and evolution of America’s institutions of
higher learning. This edition brings the discussion of perennial hot-button issues such as big-time
sports programs up to date and addresses such current areas of contention as the changing role of

governing boards and the financial challenges posed by the economic downturn.
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Customer Reviews

" A History of American Higher Education is a 'must read’ for any scholar either teaching or taking a

course in educational history." (Elea U. Herrera Historical Studies in Education)

"Worthy of being the major new overview of U.S. higher education." (Education Review)"Destined to
be the standard work in this area for years to come." (Journal of College Student Development)"A
readable and concise introduction to this subject, it propels audience members to develop an

appreciation for the heterogeneous... academe story as a whole." (Teachers College Record)

My review is more about how the book shows up on the kindle rather than on the book itself. It says

that the page numbers will be just like on the textbook, but it is showing up as locations, not page



numbers. This is a big problem when trying to cite.

Clear and well-researched. | continue to reference this book, years after reading it initially.

Very useful analysis. Thelin has a definite opinion that comes through in the text. His perspective

pushed me to dig a bit deeper on many fundamental topics in higher education.

A reasonably thorough survey, macro and micro, of issues in contemporary higher education by a

slate of highly qualified scholars. A very good overview and introduction.

Perfect book for my class

First thought, you need to know your past before you can understand the present and change the
future...This book was used in my Master’s of Higher Education (Student Affairs). We used it in our
history of higher education in America. The book is on the dry side (just details and data) which
sometimes makes it hard to sit and read for long periods. The history starts from the very beginning
stages of America. It's interesting to see how we shaped our system from a multitude of other
cultures. | have since used this book as a reference for other classes. The book is not only a great

introduction to American Higher Education history, but a great reference book as well.

Compelling historical overview, with a very accurate analysis of the problems faced by higher ed. In

the USA. It's worth the time if to read if you have college age children.

Great book!
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